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The Suzuki Company's "Dionysus," c:oming to Zellerbach Playhouse 
next week, blends Noh, Kabuki and _(C:urorean techniques. • 

Theatrica1I thrillers 
• coming to_ town 

Bogart, Suzuki aim to .'?Iectrify audiences 
By Robert Hurwitt J[iysus" is a retelling of Euripides' 

CHRONICLE THEATER CR1T1c ·'"The Bacchae" - a grisly con-

frontation between a political "A good piece of theater leader and a fanatical religious 
you shouldn't be able to cult - in Suzuki's concentrated, 
just walk on by," director ~hysically demanding, dizzying 

Anne Bogart ~ys. "It should stop blend of Noh, Kabuki and Euro­
you in your tracks. That's one of .pean techniques with Eastern and 
the biggest things I've learned ,western popular culture. In 
from Suzuki." • '.~'Worlds," Bogart re-creates Or-

l3ognrt, 50, has bL'ell stopping • ~son Welle.' notorious I 938 radio 
audicnc-es.in their tracks-insplr- ·broodcast that tecrificd thousands 
ing, confounding and e.~hilarat• •l'iilh news bulletins about a Mar­
ing Lhem, sometimes all nt once - ltian invasion. 
with her New York-bas d SIT! :_ That's not to be confused with 

'Company productions for 10_ r another "War of the Worlds'' the 
years. Fellow director Tadashi Su- ' sm Company is also touring 
zuki, 62, has been having a similar these days. "It is confusing," Bo­
effect on audiences since the ... gart admits with a laugh. over the 
1960s, in Japan and all over the •.. phone from her Manhallan apart­
world. • menl.- "They're very different 

In a cosmic coincidence, llo- One is a huge production about 
garl's and Suzuki's companies are ; 1J1e life and work of Orson Welles, 
coming here in the same week. : written by Naomi llzuka. This 
Sftl's "War of the Worlds" plays •• one, subtitled ~l'hc Radlo Piny,' is 
Stanford University's Pigou The- U1e one Howard Koch wrote in 
atcr from Wednesday through l 938. You see a group of people, 
D~c. 1, presented by Stanford .. Welles and his Mercury 1'hcalrc 
Liyc]y Arts, before moving on to: cronies, ill a studio, tclli11g_a story. 
the University qf Cali.fornfo nt • And at a ,certain point, withQut 
Santa Cruz. Q1I Perfomuinces nny special effects, something 
brings the Suzuki Company's changes. The Martians are there. 
"Dionysus" to the University of It works. Lord knows hqw, but it 
California at Berkeley's Zeller-:·: does. • 
bach Playhouse from Friday 'We didn't start out to do two 
through Dec. 3. plays with the same name. While 

Each piece has acquired new. 
significance since Sept 11. "Di°:: ► THEATER: Page D4 Col. 2 

THEATER 

Anne Bogart 
Good theater "should stop 
you in your tracks." 

WAR OF·THE WORLDS-THE RADIO 
IP•LAY: Anne Bogart's S_ITI Company 
performs the famous Orson Welles 
radio play Wednesday through Dec. 24 
in a Stanford Lively Arts presentation at 
the Pigott Theater, Stanford University. 
Tickets: $32. Call (650) 725-2787 or 
visit livelyarts,slanford.edu. The 
play will also be presented Dec. 3 and 4 
at the Rio Theater, 1205 Soquel Ave., 
UC Santa Cruz. Tick~ts: $13-$23. Call 
(831) 459-2159 orvisitwww.events. 
i1csc.edularts/ecs. 

DIONYSUS: The Suzuki Company of 
Japan performs Tadashi Suzuki's 
interpretation of Euripides' "The 
Bacchae," presented by Cal 
Performances, Nov, 30 through Dec. 2 
at the Zellerbach Playhouse, UC 
Berkeley. Tickets: $30-$46. Call (510) 
642-9988 or visit www.calperfs.berk 
e/ey.edu. 


