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Toward a world theater 
Boprt. Suzuki open SITI's inaugural season with Greek tragedy 'about our countrv rioht no,,· u 
Bf MI.E G BANNER 

S.'J'.s TOG., SPRINGS - Act.ors s.a; 
Armc Bo~2r'. cilrect..f. like 2 chorea~ 
phr: Uai"'lc-cr:. a<irrure he: loi creaun& 
O:-a:;\.;it1:-co:1Le:xts She herseU calls her 
method cc:nposiuon.' 

\filil more lhar. 50 productions to he. 
c:-edj-: s1.nce !97C. Bogart ha.s alw-a~-s 
broi-.cr. boundari~ - not onh· national 
lioW1aa.ne.s. but the artif1aal lines be­
tween ruuic-c, d...-am.a and music, 

'Tr:, realh int,,res\ed in the frontier 
b<l.-eer. danc, and theater," Bogart 
said. riescribinc her production at 
.. Orestes." no1< in rehearsal a I the Spa 
t.:tUe Theater, Saratoga State Pare, 
..-tiere ii ..-ill open at 9 p.m. Saturday. 
Sep:. 5. Io, a twc>-weekend run. 

"Clresu,s," in English and in modern 
ares, i., coupled with Tadashi Surulci's 
multiiinpt.:a! JapanesE--0.ress aciapt.a­
lmr. o~ • Dionysus ... ~tuch opens a! S 
, rr. Sat:mia). Sep: 5. at the Janel 
l~i:no.:-. &mhard Tneai,,,. Skidmore 
Cc,ilc~e. l nt two ciassics. jusl back. 
frail: .: :'1.lf'i at the lnlemation.a! 'nlealer 
Fe..._.Jv;;; 1r. 1 oga, Japan, are beinc pre­
sc:ue-c b~ Tne Sarato(!a lnLemallonaJ 
Tneatcr 1ns,Jtute, a collaboration led b) 
bo~ar-. a.:,C Suzuki 

Tm· p:Jrtnt"rs hope to make Saratoga 
Sp:.np tneir base for aMual produc-­
uo~ as lTtli as 2 c-enter lor studying 
L"lt'.21..e:-01SC1plines and tram.in& actors­
·Su..:uic anc I decided we would ju.st 

oei.:~. o~ 0Cg1Jlfl1Ili;. and structure the 
o;~~r.::..auor. around lhe art," Bogart 

• '.1:-e~it•!: written b,· Charle~ L 
.\h·. J:- 1~duaes relrren~ LO the Per­
:,;;;~:-. (,:.:.;:' Vta:- \'1et.nam. the Oare.nee 
J11om,'-•.~·uli:: l·Uli heannl!~ and other 
1:r.mt'dl?.\t" nent~ "Jt s ver) much 
;; t();;~ oi;: country ng:ht n()"ll;'.' • the dtrec--
10 :- so;C .Still. "You could think. or 
'Ure.~~ ~ c danc:-t--Lhealer piece. Jt 
has ,o~,_ o'. movemenl. but it's quotidian 
movc:n~n~ not~ mo,·crne.nL" 

!-i'Jc; r, evcicn movement - e simple 
'-<ill .c rC1ul11H: ·(!est.u.re - was the stuff 
o' 1 :--.. ~!".:, Hm~ and other dan~ rebels 
c,~ ~n< '.%U~ 1n Greenwich Vi11agr 
i<.n1,"-·: .!.'- Utt Judson Daner TI'loeater, 
~ir·. :,;cy;,ntt"<1 l.neIT unadorned worr. m 

IS'ev York Qt) streets, pafr..s and wan-­
houses. ·Tm a decade afLec the Judson 
g:-oup," saic! Bo~.art "bui. their innov<l­
boos had a definite efiect on me Also, 
I'vt> beer. influenced b' Asier. 
mQ'Vement for.ns • 

ln both "OTe-ste.:' 2nC "D1onvsu.s .. 
audiences .-ill se,, ho,.- Bogart giounds 
a dram& in the physical rather than the 
psychoio,;ical realm ShE-encourages 
her actors tD bel!in creatin~ a cnaracter 
tram IDO\"ement rather thar. mouvation 
Sne believes this process, c-ommon out­
sid,, European traditions, will re,iv,, to­
day's weak.ened theater:· • • • • • 

"Film and TV an: killin,; lhe thea1'er. 
The e-vent of the lhea t,,r is poetic, large-­
scale, and invt>lved in big world events.· 
TV has be<:'lllDe about 'you and me and 
our aµartroeD1.' " she said. 

~ Also, the Stanislavsky method ( of 
acting concentrating on a character'• 
inn= life and mob,·ationsl is strangling 
the theater." Bogart saic! "lt 's more 
appropriate for film and television 
plots ... 

··1'1,at maus theater unique among 
the art.sis the relation between the 
stage and the audien~,'' Bogart said 
She sought to understruid lhe roots of 
that relatioo in ha- original production, 
"American Vaudeville," presented this 
year at lht Alley Theater in Houston, 
Texas. 

··vau~e was made at a Lune 9.hen 
w~ •ere a country full of tm.m.igrants 
who spou different langlliig es. That's 
"1,y it's hill al. horrible ru,reotypes of 
minstrels and comics in many lan­
!'1.1.11'!""-It .....,. OUT att,,mpt to deal with 
all tncse neig)Jborhoods, '' she said. 

"Bal every comic was heard. The) 
wen, all olll ~ woriun~ to make a 
buc:L And the only crit,,non was 'Did it 
go~: Did you win lhe eudJence?' •• 

llog,irt al.ten bn,,iks a boundari t>e-­
t~ .a~ and audJence by framing 
her pl.ays .-itiJiD new con tens, turrung 
them into pbTS within plays. Her 198-1 
prodoctioo al. "South Pacific," winner 
of the dmcr .....-id's Bessi, Award for 
du eog-1 apbyicreatian, is an ,umpte 
Boµrt :od. the action io a reha bililatlon 
chnic for .. yoa.n.g war-damaged vic­
LLms" ,mo ..-..macted the familiar musi• 
..-:al as thernpy. The errect or such 

f:-aminE: LS tc, distance t.ilt audience and 
,ac~ors !rom tii(· pi.cl) cr.d thus to 
he1ghter. its i,a~ e:-s o~ meanin~. 

Sunil.arly. sht ~id, • ·Orestes is sc: 
or, lht- Whitc- House la\O"! a!tc:- some 
\{'a:- The la'"l ts G clm.i~ fo; the \.t'ar­
dam;;ged' 

Today, w1tb the arts under attac-k 
from the poliLic:.ai nght, Bogar. said the­
a ter can combine popular enlertc!.in­
ment with poLillcal concem5 and raise 
tssue, "ithout oflendin!; the audience 
--ou.r material is chalien~i.ni;, but sensi­
tively- presented. We are reveren~I) 
critical," she said. 

A lrequent risitor lo Sarato[!ci Spri.n~s 
since l 9H, Bogart said she loves the 
Little Theater because "H gives it.sell 
forth to the audience." and Iha! she 
chose this dty for sm because "Sara­
toga ls very beautiful, classy. near r-;e\l" 
Yori< City and because of the baUeL. lhe 
Phiiadelphia Orchestra. the lracr.. anC: 
olher thinf?S. Saratoga is a combmatior. 
o! cu1Lure and no~ •· 

The first year o~ SlTi is being (,­
nanced b)· Lht Japan Periorming Aru 
Center, a pn,·ate organizat.10n chaired 
by Suzuki Lhal LS par<Jy supported by 
the Japanese govemmenL Both Skid­
more and th• Saratoga Periorming Arts 
Center are contributin~ thelr theaters, 
renl-fre-e 

fulurt fund.in&. Bo~art said. mus', b< 
mtemaLional "Jt·s imoortant not to de­
pend or. subscribers oi a ioca! audJence 
onJy I'm tryinc lo create an altemallvt: 
to regional theater. II it were local lun<>­
u-tg, we'd have to start doing musicals 
M)· dream i~ th.at pt>ople from aroWld 
the world ~11 C'Offil" herl" ~caUS(• of 
\'{'ha! we're domf In Sarato~a •• 

"Tnerc·~ alredd\' a iot o~ mlcrcs! LT! 

the critical world. and \.ht foundatlOn 
world." she s.aid "FoW1daLJons lil lhis 
counlr) ha, e (!Olten more polilic1zed 

~~~o~e r~~~~~f t~ m.';,"ci 
the Reader's Digest, ,.-tuch. sht said, 
"are now run by powerful womer, " 

Bogart·s hope for Sm is to re11Lau..ze 
the theater from Lhe inside out. "J'm c1 

llrechlian Brech: thought people 
should lJve m the theater anc eal Ulerc 
We should lean forward Lr: lAf lheatr:-
u lf1l" mo, 1es ~ o;; \e;,r, bac ►:\A a:-C " 

Details: 
What: 01C"S''?.;· anv [J10-1 !:'.:...,~ t-·. :'1 :,;,:::,:,: c·c-:-:.::~ :)'C:=~----::::.. :· 
S.:i~c:o:ic: 1--.ie"a.ai.0:i?. Tnp;:;•::-· 1,s· ·.Jr 

Where: $:,a L1~,t lnea:e: ~a~a;o~,;. S;a;e Pc:r; .):::5'.e'~ : c;-. .: J~-.~ 

K1n;,':cirn Se 1 n~ar:; Tr-1eaie,· s .. I~;,'l()!'::' Co;ie;1~ J ::,-.·,s ,:, 

When: S, :· ~. Sa1ura2:~ S2:): :. an::: i=r1ua•. a-i: S.=.:..:· .:..::, S•::-'. • • d 
~:: anc :, :1 ~- Sunaa, S-2::: .• ~ r· O·e~l".2::• ) 5 ~ :'7": s~:·, .. :ru~. S':'~·· ~· 
Fr,oa~ a.-ic Sa:d:Gay Se~: ; : 21::::; ·,;::: =.,,::,'lv~-•...'~ 

Tickets S 15 Si 2 5(1 2ou!:s. ~ 7 Siu:J~'1!S 3:r~ 0 :-:':'· ..:,: :::"":' .• ~ ·-= ~ ·: 

se::,cn~ 0'11\' =~CSP tl"•C~~ 2;);)'·. •::-. ~.:-:: .. :--,•c;. ,-,:-: [:;': .:'·:· • 
r~:::o~:rne:"1::n~:: I::>· :::n11::,•e-

Phone: S;:,t..C i:)ox Oi:1:::e a: S~·S33C l,J" :.:.J:r :., d.,•~ 

Saratoga International 
Theater Institute event~: 

By MAE G. BANNER 

As part o! iLs rnaup1ra1 sea.son in 
Saratoga Springs, The Saratop, ln­
ternational Theater Institute ~,u pre­
sen: a S)mposiLlm and two lil>ork.s.hop 
c~sses.DetailsfoUow: 

■ Symposium oa "A Tbrater r, .. 
wards lbe ::!lst ~DlUf') ," - unrnedi­
atel~ followin~ lhe opening night 
performance o! "Dionysu.s." Saa,r• 
da). Sep: !;, tn lhe Bernhard Tneate:" 
Speakers. Anne Bogart. Tadashi Su­
z uki, dirrclors Guest lecturers: 
Peter ZeLSlcr, executive directo:- of 
Theater Communicat1ons Group: 
Robert Woodruff. directo,; MariaMe 
McDonBld, author- and professo:-: 
Charles L Met. Jr pla1-wrigh: 1 au­
thor o! "Orestes" i anc! h1sloric1n: 
Sar. O'Connor. managmg director of 

~,1ilw.c1u ►:et Repe:-lor) Thc.•<drr r. 
SfTI advisor 

■ Workshop clu;s, Suzuki A<; 
T'roining Method - Lau{11~ b~ Tad,-:i'­
Suzuki and membe:-s o! the Suzc 
company of To~o. Japar. Dal( 
Sepl 8 through Sept r, Locau, 
Swyer Stuclios, !'iaUonal Museuni 
Dance. Enrollment: open lo aclo 
only. Send photo and resume to ~: 
Suzulu. care o~ Sk.idmo:-r Tncatc:" r, 
pa rtmen: f e< H('J 

■ \\ork.sbop class. Compositiur. 
taught by Anne Bo~ar'. Dates ~,-, 
19, 20, ~- anC 26 Local1on: SY.;'·. 
Studios. T\atrnn.al Museum of Dun: 
Enrollment: open l(I dn~ont F( 
!75 

for lune o! clas.s meeting~ or 0~11• 

mlormation about sm i~ pro~:-a:: 
and dasses. phone 584-5000 cx:t :.1.;; 


