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Bogart that 
joint 
Avant-garde director Anne 
Bogart is counting on New 
Yorl< audiences for attitude 

Quantum INP: Ao11e Boprt 111e1 physics 
and potby ht lier lhutrtc1I piec:H. 

Y
ou may be eJChllarated or 
ex11sperated, yefllng Eureka! or 
tcratchlng your head, but you're 
bound to have ume reaction to 

the work of Anne Boprt. 
Adventurous audleilcea who trek to 
Columbia University•• MNler Theater, 
where the Saratoga lntematlonal • 
Theater ln1tlt11te (SITI) Is In 
residence, are on notice to leave 
complacency behind, "Art 11 
iOmothlng that should question a lot 
of your assumptions," daclaraa the 
fortysomethlng axperlmental theater 
director who founded SITI with the 
,enowned Japanese director Tadashl 
Suzuki In 1992. 

Sill 111 presenting three 
consecutive cltalleniOng production, 
that ehowcase Bogart's eclectlc 
tastes and the aklll of h!lr company. 
In Golnf, Qolnf, Gone, the 
relatlonshlp between two CCMlplea 
deterlorateii·as they drink ttuoujh 
the night. It'• 1lnillar In structure to 
a classic Albee play, Of\lY the banter 
Is about quantum physic, and the 
protagonists parry with complex 
mathem.atlcal ldeli. In The Medium, 
th., famous '60e. pop culture media 
guru Marshall McLuhan falls, Ilka 
Allee In Wonde1land, through the 
warps of lnfo-technolo,y; and In 
Small Uva11/B/g Dreams, nve 
t1urvlvors of a catastrophe epout 
dialogue from nve Chokhov plays as 
they try to recon11truct their wortde. 

In that vaguely defined region 
called the American 1111ant.garde 
thoater, Bogart aharea an • 
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uncll1puted place with IUCh 
Innovators as Robert WllIon, 
Richard Foreman, .loAnne Akalaltl1 
and the Wooster Group's Elizabeth 
Lecompte. But 1he l1n't eaay to pin 
down. Over ttie years, 1he'1 directed 

, Paula Vo .. 1'■ dellcat11 and whlm1loal 
The B•ftlmoNt Waltz; • hlply 
controvenlal revlalonlat NYU 
atudent production of Sou,h Pac/ffc; 
Clare Boothe Luce's The Women at 
Hartford Stace; and Brecht'■ Seven 
Deadly Sin• at. New York City Opera. . 
• MTheater can be •o many thln&s," 
aaya Bogart. Nevertheleu, 1he ■ays 
SITI hu become the centeJ of her 
fife. Modeling the eroup on danco 
companies, Bogart hopes to 
111tabllIh a repertory of work t11lit 
will outllve the orltlnal creator1. At 
a recent Martha Graham 
retroIpectlve, she sat In Ihock a, 
ahe discovered that nearly SO years 
after.It was created, the treat 
moder11 dance pioneer'• wotk wa1 
~atUI almoilt embarra11lngly 
revelatory or her ■an,lblllty." 

Trying to describe Bogart's work 
would stump even her moIt ardent 
fana; however, the ttirea piece& In . 
t1te cunent SITI aeaaon are governed 
by what aha cali1 11n Maeathetlc of 
1a,npUn1." aotni, Golnf, Gone, for 
example, Maamplea" T.S. Eliot, 
WIiiiam Blake, Who', Afraid of 
Vlrllnla Woolf? and converaatlona 
between phy11lclIt1 downloaded from 
the lntimet. In It• genesis may lie a 
clue to that eiualve quallty that 
keeps drawing loyal audiences to 
ao1art'1 work. • 

White reading an article about 
Stephen Hawklni moro than a 
decade ago, Bo1art decided to teach 
herself the basics of quantum 
mechanics, but whenever she got to 
the mlnd-boggllni equations, ahe'd 
give up. Once, how11ver, during a Ions 
car ride, she was lh;tenlni to a 
layman'• gulde·on tape and when It 
got to the brain-teasing part111 she 
1topped paying at~entlon and &tarted 
admiring the scenery Instead. "~II of 
a sudden, I wanted •to shout," Bogart 
Hl/1, "bec11uae I suddenly • 
underatood the Helaenberg 
Uncertainty PrlnclP!e,• She decided. 
1he would create a theater piece In 
which she would provide the 
audience with a slmllar dlatractlon-­
the boo.zlni and bickering couples of 
Going, Going, Gone-so that an 
under1tandlng of the Theory of 
Relativity could sneak up on the 
audience from behind. • 

BoJart offers the best deacrlptlon 
of her work by comparing It to. 
-tcllln& a.forelllfn fllm without 
1ubtltlea. MYou don't understand the 
lan&uage, but then all. of a sudden 
you sort of do underatand-you pick. 
up enough of the clu.e&." Despite 
SITI'• aucceaa both lntern11t1onolly 
and In other American clttea; Boirart 
la countlni on New York for attitude: 
"The audience here bring, a sense 
of rlior and event, a llttle bit or 
meanness and yet openness, and a 
certain kind of ,history that Is hard 
to find In the •hopping mall• of 
Southern California," the aaya. "My 
hOpe,le that New York audlences·wm 
meet the adventure of It and not.be 
soothed by lt."-,-Gerard Raymond 
Siratoea lnternatlonal Theater 
lniltltu'te Featlval Is at Columbia 
Unlvai'Slty's MIiier Theater, now 
through Jun 7. See Oft-OIi Broadwar, 


