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Wex hosts highly ant1c1patedSITI/ Hamilton p1ece

Immersive Artist Residency Award
Project performance the theater is a
blank page debuts onstage

By Erik Pepple
Wexner Center for the Arts

The Wexner Center for the Arts
is set to present the world premiere
of the theater is a blank page, an
immersive performance created by
renowned visual artist Ann Ham-
ilton and theater innovators SITI
Company. The production, the first
full collaboration between the art-
ists, was created through a Wexner
Center Artist Residency Award
and is a signature moment of the
Wexner Center’s 25th anniversary
season.

Combining Hamilton’s concep-
tual, visual art-based perspective
on performance with SITI Com-
pany’s skills as theater-makers,
the theater is a blank page, which
will be performed April 23-26
at Mershon Auditorium, pushes
the artists’ aesthetics into fresh
experimental territory. No tick-
ets are currently available to the
performance, but additional infor-
mation — including a waiting list
for performances — is available at
wexarts.org.

“From its inception 25 years
ago, the Wexner Center has served
as a habitat for research and ex-
perimentation across creative
disciplines; a laboratory providing
artists with generous financial,
professional and technical support
toward the production of new
work,” said Wexner Center Direc-

tor Sherri Geldin. “We’re thrilled
that the center’s sustained com-
mitment over two-plus decades to
SITI Company and Ann Hamilton,
respectively, has provided these
artists the opportunity to become
acquainted, develop a discourse
and ultimately forge a fully collab-
orative work. This project perfect-
ly exemoplifies the spirit and sweep
of our Artist Residency Program.”

The work’s title metaphorically
refers to the meta-experience of
reading — being aware of both the
solitary act of reading and of the
author’s narrative journey. As an
extension of this idea, Hamilton
and Anne Bogart, Leon Ingulsrud
and Ellen Lauren (SITI’s co-artis-
tic directors on this project) will
focus on the apparatus of theater
— its architecture, mechanics
and tools — as well as on the
audience’s immersion in the per-
formance’s ever-evolving layers of
images.

Text from Virginia Woolf’s
novel To the Lighthouse (1927), -
known for its shifting temporal
and psychological perspectives set
alongside poignant ruminations on
loss, subjectivity and perception,
will be another point of departure
for the work.

More information on the the-
ater is a blank page is available
at wexarts.org/performing-arts/
ann-hamilton-and-siti-company-
theater-blank-page. 3
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Ann Hamilton (rlght) has collaborated with SITI theater company and its co—founder. Anne Bogart for a

sold-out production at the Wexner Center for the Arts. (Photo by Katie Spengler)
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