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Boston residents will not be hard pressed to draw
parallels between the horrific images that emerged
from the Boston Marathon bombings and those
presented on stage in the SITI Company’s production
of Trojan Women (After Euripides), now at Arts
Emerson’s Paramount Theatre through April 21.

ORAQUICK:

The one-act play conveys in poetic language the
agonies of war, which Bostonians can relate to,
especially this week. Originally commissioned by the
J. Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles in 2011, the
show has been touring nationally, adapted from the
Greek text by Jocelyn Clark with a cast of nine under
Anne Bogart’s inspired direction. Despite the chaos
and pain we have been collectively experiencing as
we struggle to reclaim our streets, this is a production not to be missed.
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The play begins with descriptions of how the Greeks used the Trojan horse as subterfuge to lay
siege to the city of Troy, related to us by Poseidon (Brent Werzner), who says he emerged from the
"wine dark sea" to tell this tale.

He stands on the stark set and describes how Troy was violated, pillaged, and desecrated by the
Greeks who have taken the citizens hostage, "to die as slaves." This sets the tone for all that
follows: a heart-wrenching portrayal of loss of regal status and social standing, and the ensuing
enslavement of the vanquished Trojan women, who emerge from the wings, apparitional, dressed in
long, flowing white gowns.

A pit of soft pebbles is spread in a deep circle, center
stage, depicting a strand of dark volcanic
Mediterranean beach. The actors, most of whom are
barefoot, trod noiselessly across these pebbles as if
walking on scorched earth that no longer resembles debut of "Charlie’s Angels." Author Mike Pingel
their once resplendent home. They inherit a excavates and thoroughly dissects the gay
landscape ruined by bloody conflicts. We learn that appeal of this great Aaron Spelling classic.
unseen Greek ships will soon take them as captives
to serve their masters.
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Christian Frederickson, a violinist, lurks in the stark
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While the cast is individually and collectively remarkable, it is the performance by Ellen Lauren as
Hecuba that is the most riveting. In scenes that unfold seamlessly she tells us repeatedly of her

losses as a queen, a wife, and a mother, roles she lived robustly, roles she will never reclaim. She
struggles with thoughts of death, knowing she will be herded off to a Greek ship as chattel, where



she will await "more sorrows to come." She sinks into
the black pebbles, lying prone, a limb or a hand
rising above the pebbles as they engulf her. She
shares the tormented struggles of her mind as she
urges herself, audibly, to stand, to regain strength.
The lower part of her white robes is stained from the
inky pebbles. Her upper torso reaches outward to
embrace her fellow women as they wrestle with the
overpowering presence of their captors. Yet the lower
darkened band of fabric that has soiled her robes
reminds us she and the others will only sink deeper
as they push against the gravitas of their situation,
as if mired in quicksand.
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As Helen, Katherine Crockett also emerges as a performer of magnitude as she uses her statuesque
beauty to try to charm Menelaus, her Greek captor, who is at once titillated and repulsed by her
charms. Watch her as she paces the stage, her long blond hair as diaphanous as her robes, her long
legs making their way through the mire of the black pebbles as if she walks above them on an
airstream. She is ridiculed as a "whore," but it doesn't tarnish her vain attempt to gain favor, and
she reveals, in a rhapsodic torrent of words that she can claim preferential treatment for herself.
These are the dreams, we realize, since all the women are condemned to face their fate on this
blackened shore.

Director Anne Bogart once commented in an interview a few years ago that she wanted to create
theatre that "activates our souls."

This production accomplishes that. We leave the Paramount having been wrenched free of our
despair, only to realize that it has not been excised, but, rather, it has found a place to live within
us and we are stronger for having faced it.
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Trojan Women (After Euripides), created and performed by SITI Company, adapted by Jocelyn
Clark, directed by Anne Bogart, is at Arts Emerson, Paramount Theatre, Boston, through April 21.
For tickets, visit their website

Robert Israel writes about theater, arts, culture and travel. He can be reached at risrael_97@yahoo.com.

1 0 0
Like = &+1 Tweet Share
Comments

Add New Comment

Comments on Facebook

% Add a comment...

@ Post to Facebook

Posting as Michelle Preston (Change)

Facebook social plugin

Back to: Theatre » Entertainment » Home

' W—

spartocus

IPHONE APP VERSION 2.0:
NEW AND IMPROVED

gt

Follow EDGE

Stay up to date with gay Boston breaking news, arts
reviews, interviews, giveaways and more:

EDGE Media Network page on Facebook
22,899 people like this. Be the first
of your friends.

Like

EDGE News/Entertainment feed on Twitter
EDGE Nightlife feed on Twitter

Enter your email address below to receive

@ daily email updates:

| Enter email here Submit

Win Free Stuff!

"Green Briefs" from
Guest House Films
on DVD!

In Washington

Nothing’s Changed
with Margaret Cho
:: Still Raw & Queer
& Progressive



Inside EDGE

L |
Joshua Epstein
(from Dale
Earnhardt Jr. Jr.
on 'The Speed o
Things’

l

Philly Gets Its Gay
On at OutFest

Jared Leto :: No
Drag Queen Cliché

N
P

Nickelodeon
Awards Show to
Honor Trans Teen
for LGBT Activism

Talking With Shane
Bitney Crone about
‘Bridegroom’

Inside ‘Dallas
Buyers Club’

Atlanta, GA
Boston, MA
Chicago, IL
Dallas, TX
Denver, CO

Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Fire Island, NY
Las Vegas, NV
Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL

New Orleans, LA

Network Partners

New York, NY
New England
Orlando, FL

Palm Springs, CA
Philadelphia, PA
Providence, RI
Provincetown, MA
San Diego, CA
San Francisco, CA
Seattle, WA
United States
Washington, DC

Enter your email address below to receive daily email updates including news, giveaways and more.

BARtab

Bay Area Reporter
Bay Windows
Damron LGBT Travel
HotSpots! Magazine

Email Updates

Enter email here

Things to do

Metro Weekly

NoiZe Magazine

Rage Monthly

South Florida Gay News

About Us | Privacy | Terms of Use | Newsletters | Advertise | Careers | Feedback | Contact Us

Make EDGE your home page
Copyright © 2003-2013

EDGE Publications, Inc. / All Rights Reserved
Homotech and YouShoot are registered trademarks of EDGE Publications Inc.

38.88.151.101

[View low-bandwidth version ]

Learn about EDGE

Read about our New Design
Subscribe to RSS Feeds
Visit our Press Room
Get Newsletters
Advertise

Work at EDGE

Write Feedback

Read Privacy Statement
Read Terms of Use
Contact Us




