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~ f At. New American Play fes,tiv~l, yOu've go~a have~: ~i~c~ :~ 
~ ffi91anl Christiansen· Wellman. Jane Martin arid Naomi Baptist church in Houston:·-· shows up ori the Internet 

TRmuNE CHIEF Grune Wallace on their backs. Rambo's· colorful, topicai. ··script Dir~ctor Bob B~aban's eerie,.: 
: ,~,---. . With the shirts, moreover, came includes several short, ·rousing effective product10n featured a 
' ''/ti " · ·· a small brochure offering a brief b th tw ,/ rends strong cast Graeme Malcolm as 

I~,.-OUISVILLE - . It was a history of. the T-shirt, plus biog- se~m~ns · Y e ? !e, e .· ' the smug publisher brought to 
) ynovelty whe~ it_ started, raphies of the playwrights. . - -3:nd, un_de; John Dillon~ direc- ruin, Lucinda Faraldo as his sexy 
, , and now, ._m i_ts 2~rd Outside the theater on Lo½is- tion, theres a ~-e-breathmg per- second wife and Dallas. Roberts as i....J annual H~~ ville's Main Street, a parked formance by William McNulty as the malevolent punk known by 

, o~A.mencan ~la_ys, I:J.ncoln sedan was the arena for Dr. Philip Gottschall, the canny, the user IDs of ISeeU and Flow­
!-he ~ctor~ Tiiea~of L~msville another'gimmicky project, the car white-maned capitalist-preacher Bear. 
i~ ;till _trying ___ t_o_re~vthent_ 1tsela lf,. tto .. , .. play. -.. ,-,,,:;;•'··" J' . . hanging on ~or de~ _l~e to the Naomi Iizµyka, whose "Polaroid 
Pll,_ ~- _n~w _sp~,.on .•. e. P y:s __ Q .: .. ··Here;-i.h·1s-'minute shifts,· three - contra~ of. his multimillion-dollar Stories"._ is on view in Chicago 

---;;; .. ~: 1t IS d~~~OO,:; "".".' :-::·. -: customers ·climbed .. mto the. car's church "caJ?-PUS" (with a hotel, through April 10 at the Trap Door 
:i"~that was ~·nee· fairly ·s·pecial, .back seat and wa·tched' a young gymnasium, movie thea.ter and Theatre, contributed to the festi-

.m intense focus on· _"the presen- · male' driver and a female hitch- _____ .,_________ val "Aloha, Say the Pretty Girls," 

.ation of new:;c:works by American ' hiker in the front sea is enact - - . _ · - , · •. ,... a sweet but scattershot comedy 
_'.Jfaywrights,.•'.Jias'' iiow·,become a ·Richard· Dresser's quick- little Sever-.a-1 ·s"'h._o:rt:'··-, •··· about the fragility of loving rela-
1:qmmon pursuit ~ong resident · comedy/drama, "What Are You tionships that takes off from the 
theaters throughout. ij:J.e country. Afraid Of?" . . , ', unco.nventiorial theater -: fact that "Aloha" means both.hello 
Spurred in .part by-Louisville's And in the theater's mez7.allirie . _ , . . and goodbye. 
m;nhition, not to mention the flow lobby, a?-die~ce "?1-ember_s _regu.- pieces took place .way ·. Sw~~ving from New York_to 

~aiitzer Prize and Tony Award larly wruted m line_ tp liste~ to_ .. , • · .. .- · .·. · . -- Hawan to Alaska, the free-ranging 
plays that bad their first. major the phone P~!s, .. five ~ho~piec~ ~ ;: . 4?-:,1},~.l~~-.-::'th.~ . ~~~~'!~~' .~f ) · . play ha:' been invigorated· by ·~e 
o~tings in the early years of the of telep~one dialogue fashioned l_>Y an auditorium None of . ~ttrac_hve c~st and by Jory s 
festival, theaters·everywhere want playwrights Neal Bell, David - • mventive stagmg. · 
i'irst crack at a new· American Greenspan, Diana Son,. Becky these novelties was . A believer' in the validity of the 
pr ... y by a new American play- Reynolds and Rebecca Gilman. . • short play, Jory has assembled 
wright. (Regina Taylor, whose None of these novelties was substantial, but ~one eight pieces to fill out a full eve-
r;ommissioned "Oo-Bla-Dee" is· substantial, buf ·none_ was an was an embarrassment ning of theater about ''Life Under 
now on the main stage of Good- embarrassment either. Dresser's 30." Among the best are Matt Pel-
1$11 Theatre.. had her short play, car play, in fact, was an inge- either frey's "Drive Angry," a pro-
"~atennelon Rinds," presented at· niously c□-nstructed piece, with a • foundly disturbing dialogue 
Actors Theatre in 199$). pungent view on where a seem- _____________ · between a young cancer patient 
, This season, as usual ,for its ingly casual relationship· ·might two-·sw.u:nming pools among the ap.d his cynical friend as they 

- crowded visitors' weekend, the lead. . amenities). ,._ ,, _ _ _ race recklessly-down the highway, 
Lquisvillc theater staged six pro- Jon Jory, the theater's. artistic . Two other Actors Theatre veter- and "F0rty Minute Finish," a poi­
grams of new works on its three director, vieweo the T-shirt, phone ans. V Craig fleidenreich as the gnant reflection on death by two 
Sta. ges. But, m· a sudden wave of and-car projects as ephemora, but d B b B . teenage bag boys cleaning up the young co-pastor an o · urns d b ld h 
in'veution and gimmicks, there also as one way of hanging on to . as the Rev. Gottschall's devoted mess cause Y an ° · man w 0 

also We-re several' short, uncon· _ ·connections with established and · had suffered a heart attack in the . la -assistant complete the excellent k t h · th k ventional theater .... pieces that took emergmg p ywrights. supermar e w ere ey wor . 
place way outside the confines of For the more conventional form caSt . · The latter play was directed by 
aJ1 auditorium. of theatergoing, in a theat~r. the In Ar th ur Kopit's dark and Mari.a Mileaf, who has staged the 

festival offered at least one play dour "Y2:K." the technological wiz- Chicago production· of "Arl" now 
::rlle most unusµal of these were, with signs of a mainstream sue- ardry of the new computer age is at th~ Royal George Theatre. 

the T(ext) Shi.rt Plays, a series of cess. the background for a parable "The Cockfighter," adapted and 
specially composed scenes by This was David Rambo's "God's about an abandoned child's horri~ directed by Vincent Murphy from 
prominent American playwrights Man in Texas," the fact-based fying revenge on his parents. Frank Manley's novel, is an obvi­
that were printed on the backs of story of the Christian conflict Here, a sleek publishing executive ous, heavy-handed rite-of-passage 

, T·~hirts. For: $20 a shirt, custom- between a young pastor and the and his sleep-around wife find piece_ centered on a young boy 
ers- could walk around with works rip.roaring. old preacher-entrepre- their careless, comfortable world entering the violent world of cock­

. by Tony Kushner, Wendy Wass- neur who presides over the small shattered by damning evidence, fighting. 
t>rstein, David Henry Hwang, Mac real estate empire of his Southern real and manufactured, that The most original work at ttie 

William McNulty (left) and. Craig Heindenreich in a scene from Daviq ~~-;. 
Rambo's "God's Man in Texas." ·· ":.,.•1 
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festival was "Cabin Pressure," a 
site specific work developed over 
the last two years by director 
Anne Bogart and her company. 
Working in connection with 40 
Louisville citizens of all ages and 
from all fields of life, Bogart and 
her actors workshopped· a piece 
dealing- with the ever-fascinating 
topic of the relationship between 
audience and actors. 

fl"'"The result, presented in a swirt, 
dazzling· parade of scenes, is a 
stimulating string of questions, 
jokes, comments and investiga-

tion into the ties that bind perL: 
fonners and their audiences. The· -

al segment, a ballet of chairs ·iif.., 
which the five actors mov:e,.i 
through the full range of body Ian:.: 
guage of customers in 'their the,:-~, 
ater seats, is amazing. .. •~ 

This was. ail example of theater ~ 
that occurs only in the context ,of• 
a real theater. No phones or T­
shirts here, but the electricity 
flowing between these actors andw 
the people they drew into th~w 
world w s owerful and immedi~ ·:" 
ate. - . - .;_; 


