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Alan Ayckbourn’s bitter comedy about infidelity and a Tenmessoe Williams play are among the shous

ajor productions,
M world premieres, per

formance pieces —

where's the theater fan
to go this weekend? When the
ment is this aowded, It's a
matter of taste, of course,

“Now the Othey Half Loves”

The bifter comedies of Brit-
ish playwright Alan Ayek-

_Jbourn have been criticlzed for

‘their narrowness of range
They nearly always involve
upper-middie class characters
dealing with. love, career and
profound discontent. But Ayck-
bourn's savvy stagecraft (be's
acted, directed, slage-managed
and produced during his ca-
reer) and his ear for dialogue
and the sharp one-liner sepa-
rale him from the pock of
chroniclers of middieclass,
middle-age unhappiness. Port-
land Center Stage has staged
two other Ayckbourn plays,
“Season’s Greetings™ in 1981
and "Absurd Person Singular”
in 1994, but this earliex plece
be funnier (hap either,
thanks to the interlocking infi-
delities and threats of infidelity
among the three couples in the
show. CHfI Fannin Baker, who
directed both “Comfort and
Joy” and “A Tuna Chrisumnas”

at Center Stage previously,
faces the challenge of staging

three couples in the play the
guests at both. His east in-
cludes Roger Forbes, who was
excellent in both “Shylight”
and “Valley Song” last seasbn
. 3t Center Stage, and Sharonlee

McLean, the best of the
campany’s stage tation of
“The Search for 5igns of Intel)i-

gent Life In the Univarse”
Ovens 8 pam. Friday, continves
7 p.n. Tuesdays Wednesdays, 8

pr. Fridays-Soturdays, 2ond 7
p.on. Sundgys, through Feb. 6,
Newmark Theatre, 1111 S.W.
Broadway, $10-838 2145588,

“Suddenty Last Suminer”

Profile Theatrs Projoct’s fo-
ture has flultersd precarigusly
in the wind for the past several
nonths as the company, enter-
ing its sccond year, tried to
find a theater space for this
year’s season. Glven the suc-
cess of its first year. devoted to
the plays of Arthur Kopit, it's
happy mews that a home bas
been found for this year's in-
vestigation of Temnessee Wil
lams. The company opens its
new season with an abbreviat-
ed run of this 1958 play, In-

rectar Jane Unger, the show
stars several actors affiliated
with last season’s successes,

tresy Dramomy award for her

wvr_inyal of a stroke victim in

Also on hand are

Jcan Miller, Jamie Chatalas,
and Leif Norby.

Opens 8 pa. Friday, comtin-
ues 8 p.m. TAursdays-
Saturdays, 3 p.n Sunday,

Jan. 23, Firehouse The
afre, 1436 S.W. Monigomery St.,
310416 2420080

“Theoe Days of Roin”

Allen Nause, the artistic di-
rector of Axtists Repertory The-
atre, is possibly the best direc-
tor in town, especially when
the material requires deep per-
sonal investment by actors.
This Richard Greesiberg drama
creatively probes into matters
of famHy, friendshlp and ca-
reer, and that sounds like a rec-

the arts cuibe

ipe for success for Nanse and
ART. The production slars
David Ivars, Marilyn Stacey
and Michael O'Connell, esch of

ues 7 p.n. Wednesdays-
Thursdays, 8 p.m. Fridays-
Saturdays, 2 pm. Sundays,
through Feb. i, &h:sxaﬂn’.‘
Theatrs, 1516 SW. Alder
316.50-525; 241-1270.

>

This oneman play marks the
ntersection of two leading
American avant-gardists —
Robert Wilson. whose mostly
European-based career has

Jogue.

Plays 8 p.m. Friday and Sat-
wrday, Northiest Nefghborhood
CQuitural Center, 1819 NW. Bv-
erett SY.; $14-317; 242.1419

“Tak Raks”

Kevin-Michael M
proved in 2 serles
camic roles at various
theaters that he
jump up and down
most actors fear to tiptoe. He
should be althehon.xe as Barry

Champlain,

!alkahwhostinmnop
gian’s “Talk Radie” WFirst
staged in Portland in 1985, the
show was the result of a collab-

E’Eiig

though Bogosian
with writing credit.

Its harsh critigue of Amesican
society snd mediz predated our
current Bscination with adio
talk show hosts, and i's still
pertinent

COpens 8 pm. Fridey. contin-
uzs 8§ pom. Thursdays Sundays,
through Feb. 13 Theater! Phe-
airaf, 3430 S.E. Belmont St.; §10-
F1250 2327072

“Toe Further Advestures of
Ause ard Buble 0 No-Mar's
Land”

This 13 a world premiere by
Portland playwright Tania
Myren for Sowelu Theater, the
edgy offspring of Stark Raving
Theatre that began its life in
the fall with a startiing produe-
tion of “Savage In Lbnbo.” Di-
rector Gretchen Corbett has a
cast of Sowelu company aciors,
including Lorraine Bahr, Chris
Harder, Barry Humt and Kelly
Tallent, to belp create the duel-
ing cultures m Myren's post-
apocalyptic drama.

The show opens 8 p.-m. Friday
and continues 6 p.m.
Thursdays-Saturdays, 4 pm.
Sandays, through Feb. 20, Back
Door Thealer. 4319 SE. Hatw
thorne Blvd.; $6-$15; 250-2090.

“Mary Tudor”

Cobo Produrtions s back
with another new script by a

This historical drama fo]lows
the life of Mary eldest dmch—
ter of Henry VIII, ugh

plus matinees 2 pm. Feb. 7, I4
and 21, Riverstone Condomini-
um, 804 N.W. 12th Ave; $10-512;
205-3593.

“The Memory Place”

Director Susan Bamyas has
been helping artists and mon-
artists develop their personal
stories into material for per-
formance. For this show she as-

pasts, including Wendy Wester-
welle, Leanne Grabel, Steve
Sander and Gregg Biclemeier.
Westerwelle will talk about her
days at Stovefront Theatre, the
now-legendary Portland the
ater company; Biclemeler re-
caBs his childhood memories of
a Catholic haly dey; Grabel re-
members growing up in Stock-
ton, Calif; Sander recalls his
discovery of Hemr'y Miller and

succession and rellg)ous np—
heavals created by her father.
It stars Diane Englert, Michele
Mariana and Sam Mowry.
Opens 8 pm. Friday. contin-
ues 8 p.m. Thursdays-
Saturdays, through Feb. 21,

his iing to the sensual
life in Queens, N.Y.

Opens 8 pm. Thursday, con-
tinues 8 p.m. Jan 22:23, 2830, 2
pm. Jan. 24 and 31, Dreams
Well Studio, 2857 S E. Stark St.:
12 (except wsuw Sor Jan. 23
galn); 231.1108.

Tenntssee tension:
Lelf Nortry, left, and
Jam| Chatalas star In
“Suddonly Last
Summer,® Tennossee
Willtams' long one-
act play inspired by
the thme his elster
spent In mental
Institutions.




