


MESSAGE FROM THE 
FESTIVAL DIRECTOR 
The world has changed dramatically in the last year. This is an 

extraordinary time for artists, where we have been asking ourselves: 

how can we still bring you great art and recreate the magic of the 

live experience? This is an enormous challenge, one which requires 

creativity, boldness and determination. 

With over 60 productions and over 300 performances, SIFA 2021 has 

been curated as a direct response to the here and now. 

It is a response to the care and compassion we need for ourselves, 

our community and our environment. It features exceptional artistes 

and companies who have learnt to adapt and present work that can 

reach audiences around the world, using a variety of technologies. 

And it will feature a record number of Singaporean commissions 

and collaborations. 

Besides shows that will take place in theatres and unique spaces 

around Singapore, SIFA 2021 will allow you to interact with artists 

"live" from around the world. There won't be any shows that you 

watch passively on a screen. You can also expect the return of festival 

favourites such as our popular film offering, Singular Screens, as well 

as Festival House - the epicentre of the festival. 

It's been an honour to helm our national festival and see it grow in 

stature, both at home and internationally, over the past four years. 

None of this would have been possible without the support of the 

incredible team at Arts House Ltd who have worked tirelessly to 

make this happen, and especially their Herculean efforts of mounting 

a festival of this scale during a pandemic. 

In a time where most of us can't travel, SIFA looks forward to bringing 

the world to you, and Singaporean artists to the world. 

See you at SIFA 2021. 

Gaurav Kripalani 
Festival Director 
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ABOUT 

THE PRODUCTION 
The award-winning ensembles of Singapore's Nine Years Theatre 

and the SITI Company from New York join hands to present this 

hybrid retelling of Anton Chekhov's classic play Three Sisters. 

Three Sisters, by Russian playwright Anton Chekhov, stands as one 

of the most outstanding plays of his career. Olga, Masha, and Irina 

- the titular sisters - fritter away their lives in a provincial town, 

while they dream of returning to the cosmopolitan city where 

they grew up. 

Chronicling their tangled relationships, ordinary frustrations and 

search for meaning, the play opens a moving window into the 

human condition, and reveals Chekhov's profound understanding 

of universal themes. 

In this new hybrid work co-created by Singapore Mandarin theatre 

company Nine Years Theatre (NYT) and the SITI Company from 

New York, this classic play is re-imagined as a memory-scape 

of Irina, the youngest sister. The NYT actors will be performing 

alongside cinematic projections of SITI Company actors that 

allude to visual memories in the mind. The heart-wrenching story 

is then told through a juxtaposition of live bodies and virtual 

presence, heightening the tragi-comedic sentiments of these 

Chekhovian characters in an absurd world. 

Don't miss this version of Three Sisters that brings together the 

creativity of the two companies to share a timeless story, in a way 

that is also a quirky response to the current global unnormal. 
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CREATIVE TEAM BIOGRAPHIES 

Nelson Chia i.Mi1~ -
Director/Set Concept 

~~/1t:i~~~ 

Nelson Chia is an actor, director, writer and theatre educator. He has 

been an active player on the Singapore stage for nearly three decades, 

taking on numerous major and leading roles in English and Mandarin 

productions. He was the first local artist to be commissioned for a 

consecutive three years to present works at the Esplanade's Huayi 

Festival, a two-time Best Actor (2011 and 2013) winner and four-time 

Best Director (2014, 2015, 2018 and 2019) winner at the ST Life! Theatre 

Awards. In 2017, he was commissioned by the Singapore International 

Festival of Arts to open the festival with Art Studio, a stage adaptation 

of the novel by local award-winning author Yeng Pway Ngon. 

Nelson is the co-founder and artistic director of Nine Years Theatre 

(NYT). Within a few years, NYT has grown to become one of the key 

players in the scene. Through his artistic direction, NYT has managed 

to not only rejuvenate the Singapore Mandarin theatre scene with 

their work, but raised awareness of actor training among the artistic 

community. Nelson has been training regularly in the "Suzuki Method 

of Actor Training" and "Viewpoints" since 2008. He had studied these 

methods with the SITI Company in New York and the Suzuki Company 

of Toga in Japan, and had performed at the Toga Summer Festival. 
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Darron L West ~ 

1~ • =f5~ - Director/ 

Sound Designer Y;j.~ 

ff~i2it 

Zhiying & Jacqueline 

~2Jmf□~*~1um -
Co-Costume 

Designers fti~i2it 

Darron L West has been a SITI Company member since 1993. He is a 

TONY and OBIE award-winning sound designer whose 30-year career 

spans theater and dance, Broadway and Off Broadway. His work has 

been heard in over 600 productions all over the United States and 

internationally in 14 countries. Additional honors include the Drama 

Desk, Lortel, Audelco and Princess Grace Foundation Statue Awards, 

among others. 
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Zhiying and Jacqueline have been designing clothes since 2012 -

starting as assistant designers for Singapore womenswear label, MAX. 

TAN, as well as being co-designers of ready-to-wear label, YOUYOU. 

On top of designing costumes for TV shows and public events, they 

ventured into costume design for stage productions in 2015. Theatre 

companies they have worked with include The Finger Players, Toy 

Factory Productions, The Necessary Stage and Drama Box. Their 

biggest production to date was designing costumes for the National 

Day parade in 2017. They have also won Best Costume for the 2017 Ml­

The Straits Times Life Theatre Awards for their work on Manifesto (2016; 

Drama Box and The Necessary Stage). 
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Genevieve Peck 

SftJffj - Lighting 

Designer tJ7'Gi2i.t 

Genevieve Peck graduated from The Royal Central School of Speech and 

Dral"!'a, London in 2012 with a BA(Hons) in Theatre Practice. specialising 

in Lighting and Projection/Video Design. 

Design credits include Tango, The Effect (Pangdemonium), Four Horse 

Road, I Came at Last to The Seas, Lao Jiu 2077, Liao Zhai Rocks 2076, If 

There're Seasons 2074 (The Theatre Practice), Lear is Dead, Art Studio 

(Nine Years Theatre), The Sound Inside, Lifespan of a Fact, Red Riding 

Hood (Singapore Repertory Theatre), Both Sides Now 2079, Missing, 

sixpointnine, The Silly Little Girl and The Funny Old Tree (Drama 

Box), Prism (Toy Factory), A $ingapore Carol (Wild Rice), I am Trying 

to Say Something T,ue (Esplanade), Forever Young, Jacques Brei is 

Alive and Well and Living in Paris (Sing'Theatre). ASEAN Para Games 

2015 Opening and Closing Ceremonies (Philbeat Pte Ltd), Kit Chan 

Spellbound Concert (Banshee Empire), Sides 2076 (Frontier Danceland), 

From: The Platform (Chowk Productions), and The Musical Canvas (Ding 

Yi Music Company). 
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Brian H Scott 

~lt~ • Jtfi~­
Lighting Designer 

iT76i~it 

Brian H Scott (Lighting Designer) hails from New York City. He is a SITI 

Company member and has designed lighting for Cafe Variations, Trojan 

Women and Persians in association with the Getty Villa; American 

Document with the Martha Graham company; Under Construction, Who 

Do You Think You Are, Hotel Cassiopeia, Death and the Ploughman, 

bobrauschenbergamerica (Henry Hewes Design Award 2004) and War 

of the Worlds-the Radio Play. With Rude Mechs: Stop Hitting Yourself,· 

Now Now, Oh Now; Method Gun,· I've Never Been So Happy; How Late 

It Was, How Late; Lipstick Traces,· Requiem for Tesla; and Matchplay. He ... 

designed light for Ann Hamilton's the event of a thread and the theatre is 

a blank page. With Park Avenue Armory, he has created lighting for tears 

become ... streams become ... with Douglas Gordon, The Let Go for Nick 

Cave and for Laurie Anderson and Kronos Quartet's Landfall. 
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CAST 

Ellen Lauren ~i~ · 
95i~ - Olga Prozorov 

tmOlga Prozorov 

Akiko Aizawa ffi~BJ.} 

r -Masha Prozorov 

'(rfjM asha Prozorov 

Ellen Lauren is a founding member and co-artistic director of the 

SITI Company. Her credits include Bacchae, Falling and Loving (with 

Elizabeth Streb Extreme Action Dance), Chess Match #5, Room, 

Persians, Trojan Women, bobrauschenbergamerica, the theater is a 

blank page and Radio Macbeth, amongst others. She has been an 

Associate Artist with the Suzuki Company of Toga (SCOT) under the 

direction of Tadashi Suzuki since 1996 and is also a founding member 

of the International Consortium on Suzuki Training for Actors. She is 

an ongoing faculty member of The Juilliard School of Drama at Lincoln 

Center. Ellen received the TCG Fox Fellow for Distinguished Achievement 
., 

from 2008 to 2010. 
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Akiko Aizawa joined SITI Company in 1997 and has appeared in 25 

shows including Falling & Loving, The Bacchae, Steel Hammer, A Rite, 

American Document, the theater is a blank page, Trojan Women, 

bobrauschenbergamerica, Radio Macbeth and Culture of Desire, all 

directed by Anne Bogart; and Hanjo, directed by Leon lngulsrud. 

Akik_o is originally from Akita, Japan. 
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Mia Chee ~Ll.Jrn -
Irina Prozorov 

ttfilrina Prozorov 

Company Director & Co-Founder of Nine Years Theatre, also founding 

& core member of NYT Ensemble, Mia is an actor, producer and 

theatre educator. 

She started performing at 9 years old when she joined Rediffusion 

Singapore's children group and eventually graduated with a BA in 

Theatre Studies and Chinese Language from the National University of 

Singapore. In addition to that. she studied Viewpoints with SITI Company 

(New York) and Suzuki Method of Actor Training with SITI and Suzuki 

Company of Toga (Japan). Recent works include Oedipus, Is That It?, 

Dear Elena, First Fleet, FAUST/US, Lear Is Dead, Pissed Julie, Cut Kafka!, 

Art Studio, Red Sky, Red Demon, The Lower Depths, Tartuffe, An Enemy 

of the People, The Bride Always Knocks Twice and Who's Afraid of 

Virginia Woolf?.(Macau Arts Festival 2013). 
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Timothy Wan jMiffi~ 

- Andrei Prozorov 

t$Andrei Prozorov 

Core Member of NYT Ensemble 

Timothy is an actor, and musician. He graduated from the theatre 

studies programme in the National University of Singapore. Since then, 

he has been actively involved in both the local English and Mandarin 

theatre scene. He has undergone training programs with SITI Company 

in Saratoga Springs, as well as with the Suzuki Company of Toga, in 

Toga, Japan. 

Stage credits include: Army Daze, Glass Anatomy, High Class, Red Riding 

Hood, Firecrackers & Bombshells, Romeo & Juliet: The Musical, Hansel 

& Gretel, The Nightingale (in both English & Mandarin), Junior Claus, 

Titoudao, The Tempest, December Rains, White Soliloquy, Beauty World, 

Red Demon, Kumarajiva, Red Sky, Fundamentally Happy, Girl in the White 

SandboX: Art Studio, Cut Kafka!, Sometime Moon, Pissed Julie, FAUST/ 

US, First Fleet, Dear Elena, Is That It?, and Oedipus. 
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Leon lngulsrud 

~Ll!f., • 1j¼f!~~ 
~ - Ivan Romanych 

Chebutykin t$1van 

Romanych 

Stephen Duff 

Webber Wiffi~ · 
~~ • =l51e - Baron 

Nikolay Lovitch 

Tuzenbach rrtiBaron 

Nikolay Lovitch 

Tuzenbach 

Leon lngulsrud helped found SITI Company and currently serves as one 

of its three co-artistic directors. With SITI, he has appeared in Orestes, 

Seven Deadly Sins, Nicholas & Alexandra, bobrauschenbergamerica, 

Hotel Cassiopeia, Under Construction, Who Do You Think You Are, Radio 

Macbeth, amongst others. Before SITI, Leon was a member of the Suzuki 

Company of Toga for seven years where he appeared 1n Homage to 

Homo Ludins, King Lear, Dionysus, Macbeth, Ivanov and Greetings from 

the Edges of the Earth. Leon has taught in workshops and universities 

around the world and holds an MFA in directing from Columbia 

University. In addition to directing, acting and teaching in the theater, 

he translates Japanese contemporary plays and has been a featured 

performer in games and television. 
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Stephen Duff Webber has performed with SITI Company in the US and 

internationally, in Falling & Loving, The Bacchae, Hanjo, Lost in the Stars, 

Persians, A Rite, Steel Hammer, Cafe Variations, American Document, 

Antigone, Radio Macbeth, Hotel Cassiopeia, Under Construction, 

Freshwater, Death and the Ploughman, War of the Worlds and 

bobrauschenbergamerica amongst others. He has also performed with 

the American Repertory Theater, Actors Theater of Louisville, Milwaukee 

Repertory Theater, San Jose Repertory Theater, Magic Theater, Kennedy 

Center, Portland Stage Company, Alabama Shakespeare Festival, Court 

Theatre and Stage West. 

!ifr:m~ • itx • =f318~fEJSITlftsU~tt~~fD~BiFffg_tf~tB, ftsU§~ ((Falling& 
Loving)) , ((;@MJ8j*1§{t)) , (( Han JO)) , (( Lost 1n the Stars)) , (O&i!tfr A)) , 

« 1SGt » , « i~it » , « ana□~~tg~~ » , « ~~:SZ:14 » , « ~mJ<:;~ » , ((@I~~ 

~a )) , (( Hotel Cass1ope1a)) , (( IEttnffiI c:p)) , (( ;~1.t<)) , (( 9EL ~~x)) , 

((tt/:W:kot)), ((~1JJ~$1tJ~~~)) ~~o Jlt9~, {t!3tp,~[E_j~~ijLJ§~IJ~, Jig~ 

~Mi$;j.D3_~U Bft, ~$5~~i3 ftsU Bft, ¥%Jim ftsU El ftsU Bft, rutJftsU ±m, ~ ~im~;~Z:#c:p 
,c,,, ,Bi~~~~ g~5J, SII2tn:ES Q&t±ttillZZ:#f.j, §i'~ftsUBftfDiffit1B~ g-g-{'l=;jt:B o 



Hang Qian Chou 

l$lzlllij - Alexander 

lgnatyevich Vershinin 

t$Alexander 

lgnatyevich Vershinin 

Founding & Core Member of NYT Ensemble 

Qian Chou first worked with Nine Years Theatre on Twelve Angry Men 

and subsequently became a Founding and Core Member of the NYT 

Ensemble. Since then, he has appeared in most of NYT's productions, 

including Oedipus, Is That It?, Dear Elena, First Fleet, FAUST/US, Lear Is 

Dead, Pissed Julie, Cut Kafka!, No Parking on Odd Days (Cantonese), Art 

Studio, Red Sky, Red Demon, The Lower Depths, Tartuffe and An Enemy 

of the People. 

He graduated from NUS Theatre Studies and the pioneer cohort of W!LD 

Rice's actors' training programme young & W!LD. He also attended 

summer workshops at Anne Bogart's SITI Company (Saratoga Springs, 

US), Ecole Philippe Gaulier (Paris, France) and David Diamond's Theatre 

for Living (Vancouver, Canada). He is also a ten-time Best Ensemble 

nominee at The Straits Times Life! Theatre Awards, winning it five times. 
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Barney O'Hanlori 

~IE • f!!).5i!Ii - Fyodor 

Kulygin/Ferapont 

tfiiFyodor Kulygin/ 

Ferapont 

Neo Hai Bin ~;ijt~ 
- Vassily Vassilich 

Solyony t$\/assily 

Vassilich Solyony 

Barney O'Hanlon most recently appeared in FALLING AND LOVING, 

SITI Company's collaboration with Elizabeth Streb's Extreme Action 

Company. Previously, he appeared in SITI Company's production 

of The Bacchae at the Guthrie Theater, BAM's Next Wave Festival 

and the Getty Villa in Los Angeles. He has also performed with SITI 

Company at BAM's Next Wave Festival, including War of the Worlds, 

bobrauschenbergamerica, Hotel Cassiopeia, Trojan Women, A Rite 

and Steel Hammer with the Bang on a Can All-Stars. Barney recently 

choreographed the world premiere of Anne Washburn and Dave Malloy's 

musical Little Bunny Foo Foo; Anne Washburn's 70 out of 72; and Sarah 

Ruhl's The Oldest Boy. 
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Founding & Core Member of NYT Ensemble 

Over the years, he experienced the theatre's power to develop social 

awareness and empower communities. He started off as a member 

of "ARTivate", the youth wing of Drama Box. Now a freelance theatre 

practitioner, he receives long-term, regular and systematic training 

in Nine Years Theatre. In 2014, he attended and deepened his 

understanding of "Suzuki Method of Actor Training" in Suzuki Company 

of Toga, Japan. He attended the SITI Company Summer Workshop 2018, 

Saratoga Springs, to further his practice of "Viewpoints". He is part of 

performing arts collective "i~Wei Collective". He keeps a blog at: 

http://thethoughtspavilion.wordpress.com 
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Wendi Wee Hian ~*ffi~ 
- Natasha lvanovna 

t'rtiNatasha lvanovna 

Koh Wan Ching i!fWB~ 
- Anfisa t'rtiAnfisa 

Wendi Wee Hian graduated from LASALLE's BA(Acting) in 2013 and 

has furthered her training in Toga, Japan with Suzuki Company of Toga 

(2017), as well as SITI Company Summer Workshop (2018) in Saratoga 

Springs. Due to her small stature, she seeks to challenge the boundaries 

of the physical form. When jobless, she relives her fear of stagnation 

through compulsive online shopping. Send help if you can, her newfound 

love for crocheting can only distract her for so long. 

Wendi is also extremely grateful for this wonderful opportunity to be a 

part of this creative collaboration! 
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Wan Ching is a performer, theatre maker and acting teacher. She trained 

with SITI Company and is a graduate of the inaugural SITI Conservatory 

Program for international theatre artists. 
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ADVISORY ON COVID-19 

Arts House Limited (AHL) places the utmost importance on the safety and well-being 

of all patrons, staff and artists visiting our venues. Please be assured all our venues are 

SG Clean certified and that Safe Management Measures (SMMs) have been implemented 

across all venues. 

For your health and safety, please observe the following when visiting any of our venues, 
including: 

• TraceTogether checkrin and check-out required 

Mandatory temperature- taking upon arrival 

Face masks to be worn at all times 

Ensure safe distancing of one metre at anytime 

Sanitize hands before and after the session 

As the COVID-19 situation in Singapore evolves, these measures will be updated in accordance to the 

latest advisories issued by the Singapore Government. For the latest advisories: please visit slfa.sg 

All information is correct at the time of print. Every reasonable care has been taken to ensure the 

accuracy of information within, hence, Singapore International Festival of Arts (SIFA) cannot accept 

responsibility for errors and/or omissions however caused. Every effort has been made to identify 

copyright holders. We deeply regret that if, despite our concerted efforts, any copyright holders 

have been overlooked or omitted. Opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect 

the views of the editor or the official policy and position of SIFA and their related corporations. Any 

reproduction, retransmission, republication, or other use of all or part of this publication is expressly 

prohibited, unless prior written permission has been granted by SIFA or the appropriate copyright 

owner. SIFA reserves the right to make changes and modifications to the programme without prior 

notice. For updates, please visit our website at slfa.sg 



DON'T MISS ~~ 
THESE OTHER PRODUCTIONS IN THE FESTIVAL \ 

THEJQURNEY 

Nine Years Theatre and SITI 
Company, !Lft ii5· 1k '-JSI l lfis i 

20 - 22 May 2021 
Thu & Fri, 8pm 
Sat, 2pm & 8pm 
Drama Centre Theatre 

SIFA On Demand: 
5 - 12 Jun 
SISTIC LIVE 

The Observatory 

19 - 30 May 2021 
Various Timings • 
In-venue: Various 

Scott Sliven 

18 - 23, 25 - 30 May 2021 
Tue - Sun, 7pm 
Online 

Vanous Artists 

16 - 26 May 2021 
Various Timings 
Various Locations 

The F Inger Players 

28 - 30 May 2021 
Fri - Sun, 8pm 
Victoria Theatre 

SIFA On Demand: 
5 - 12 Jun 
SISTIC LIVE 

FOR FULL FESTIVAL LINE-UP, VISIT SIFA.SG 

Organised By Comm1ss1oned By Supported By 

~ ~ mcc • NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL 
Slt4GAl'Qtlf 

Tania El Khoury 

19 - 21, 26 - 28 May 2021 
Wed - Fri, 6pm, 7.30pm, 9r TI 

22, 23, 29, 30 May 
Sat & Sun, 11am, 12.30pm, 
3.30pm, 5pm, 8pm, 9.30p 

222 Arts Club 

one step at a time like this 

14 - 16 May, Fri - Sun 
19 - 23 May, Wed - Sun 
26 - 30 May, Wed - Sun 
11am, 2.30pm & 5pm 

14 - 15, 21 - 22, 28 - 29 M 1y 
Fri - Sat, 6.15pm 
Central Singapore 

Toy Factory Productions 
TOYR~ic..f 

29 - 30 May 2021 
Sat, 2pm & 8pm 
Sun, 2pm 
Drama Centre Theatre 

SIFA On Demand: 
5 - 12 Jun 
SISTIC LIVE 

Vanous Artists 

14 - 30 May 2021 
In-venue: Oldham Theatre 
Various Timings 

SIFA On Demand: 
31 May - 6 Jun 

.. SISTIC LIVE 

Held In 

Chef Justin Ouek 

30 May 2021 
Sun, 11am - 11.30am 
SIFA All Access/ 
Facebook / YouTube 

Matched By 

Passion 
Made 
Possible 
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