


n the foggy fall evening of October 30, I 93 8, A1nerica ,, ent to 

war with Mars!! Adapted for radio by Ho1vvard Koch and star­

ring Orson Welles, WAR OF THE WORLDS was presented as a Halloween 

thriller, or as Welles' put it: "The Mercury Theatre's own radio version of 

dressing up in a sheet and jumping out of a bush and saying 'boo!!' " But. for 

those who tuned in late, "nonnal" prograrnrning appeared to be interrupted 

with the startling news that there were, "explosions occurring on Planet 

Mars!" Reports followed stating that a "huge, flan1ing object" had fallen to 

earth on a fann near Grover's Mill, New Jersey. More landings \\·ere soon 

reported and an anxious radio audience can1e to the frightening conclusion 

the Earth was the target of a full scale invasion by aliens!! 

WAR OF THE WORLDS is the progra1n which terrified a nation. Thou­

sands fled their ho1nes in panic. In New York City, swanns of curious and 

frighten citizens crowded the str~ets to catch a glimpse of a "real space bat­

tle." In the town of Grover's Mill, the local water tovver was pun1ped ful I of 

buckshot as frightened believers fired at what they thought was a "giant 

Ma1iian war 111achine." The true povver of broadcast rnade itself known on 

this Halloween eve in l 93 8, and no one has forgotten the chilling fear and 

aweson1e force of this, radio's single 1nost fan1ous broadcast. 

Now, 63 years after the original broadcast_ this radio classic co1ne to I ife a 

perfonned by the SlTI Co111pany. This special staged version of the H. G. 

Wei ls/Howard Koch/Orson Welles/Mercury Theater on the Air ¼TAR OF 

THE WORLDS is part of the SlTl Co1npany's in-

vestigation into the life and work of the genius 

Orson Welles, for our upcotning production, al o 

entitled WAR OF THE \VORLDS, about this ex­

traordinary A1nerican artist written by Na1noi li­

zuka. Stay tuned for th pre1niere in 2000 at The 

flu1nana Festival of New Arnerican Plays. 

We hope that you will et\joy this ev ning as nu1ch 

as we have et~joyed the preparation of it for 'OU. 
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